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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A variable rate bushing passively controls the stiffness of a stabilizer bar. During 
normal vehicle operation, the stabilizer bar is compliant. As twist increase, the resistance 
increases. In one embodiment, the variable rate bushing includes at least one void which 
compresses as the vehicle turns. As the stabilizer bar axially twists, the void compresses 
and the rate of the bushing increases, reducing axial twist and increasing stiffness of the 
stabilizer bar. In one embodiment, the voids are teardrop shaped, arc shaped, or bone 
shaped. Alternatively, the bushing includes an inner layer of softer material and an outer 
layer of harder material to control stabilizer bar stiffness. Also, the bushing may include 
a molded insert made of a hard material inserted into a softer material to control the 
stiffness of the stabilizer bar. 
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